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(The  above  photograph  appeared  in  May  of  1930  in  a 
program  booklet  published  at  the  50th  anniversary  of  the 
dedication  of  the  first  church  building  for  the  St.  Mark 
congregation.  Not  only  is  the  photo  now  45  years  old,  but 
also  the  engraving,  the  same  one  used  to  reproduce  the  photo 
for  this  booklet  as  was  used  45  years  ago.) 


CHURCH  COUNCIL 


Rev.  Dennis  J.  Kuchera,  President  Carlos  Church 

John  Mason,  Vice-President  Richard  Strombeck 

Violette  Kline,  Secretary  Don  Keller 

David  Haberkom,  Financial  Secretary  Donald  Sechler 


LUTHERAN  CHURCH  WOMEN 

Louise  Church,  President  Parlia  Hull,  Secretary 

Harriett  Baker,  Vice-President       Edna  Perkins,  Treasurer 
Betty  Rinard,  Pianist 


LUTHER  LEAGUE 

Tony  Sechler,  President  Kevin  Fry,  Secretary 

Laura  Bevington,  Vice  President    Kelly  Hollabaugh,  Treas. 


Pastors  who  have  served  St.  Mark 

Enos  W.  Erick  1875-1880  A.  K.  Mumma  1915-1921 

Samuel  Kelso  1880-1882  Sidney  Steffy  1922-1924 

Ezra  K.  Baker  1882-1885  Paul  B.  Rodiger  1926-1927 

Simon  P.  Fryberger  1885-1888  George  D.  Stoll  1929-1931 
J.  S.  Neilson  1888-1892  Arthur  H.  Fabian  1932-1934 

Jacob  W.  Thomas  1892-1895  J.  C.  Ferster  1935-1937 

W.  C.  Dunlap  1895-1899  Frank  L.  Stevenson  1938-1948 
William  Schrock  1899-1903  Howard  Baker  1949-1954 

William  M.  Habey  1903-1906  Philip  H.  Barnhart  1954-1957 
Frank  A.  Drezsel  1906-1909  Ivan  O.  Miller  1958-1963 
Stephan  Hitchner  1910-1912  Russell  E.  Snyder  1965-1972 
Daniel  P.  Heltzel  1913-1915  Dennis  J.  Kuchera  1973- 


Centennial  Program 

Behold!  I  make  all  things  new!  — Rev.  21:5 


SATURDAY,  MAY  24 
7:00  p.m.  Historical  Pageant  in  the  church 
Historical  items  on  display  for  browsing 
8:30  p.m.  Pioneer  Social  in  Frank  Sechler's  barn 

SUNDAY,  MAY  25 

10:00  a.m.  Morning  Worship  Service  with  St.  Peter 
congregation  participating,  guests 

11:30 — 1:30  p.m.  Noon  Fellowship  Dinner  at  the  Riverdale 
Cafetorium.  Music  provided  by  Brush  College  Quartet. 

Afternoon  Program  2:00  p.m. 

Organ  Prelude  Ted  Haberkorn 

Hymn — A  Mighty  Fortress  Is  Our  God  .  .  .  150 

Scripture  and  Prayer   .  Rev.  Dennis  Kuchera 

Introduction  of  Dr.  Walter    M.    Wick,  Indiana-Kentucky 
Synod  President  ....  James  Kline,  Master  of  Ceremonies 

Keynote  Address   .  Dr.  Walter  M.  Wick 

Vocal  Solo  Jay  Blauser 

Recognition  of  guests    James  Kline 

Hymn — The  Church's  One  Foundation   149 

Benediction  Rev.  Ivan  O.  Miller 

Organ  Postlude   .  .  ,  .  Ted  Haberkorn 

Reception  in  Church  Parlors  for  all  in  attendance 

MONDAY,  MAY  28 

10:00  a.m.  to  4:00  p.m.  Open  House  at  church  for  public 

2:00  p.m.  Annual  Memorial  Day  Services  at  Riverside 
Cemetery  by  St.  Joe  American  Legion 


Our  Church  History 


It  is  difficult  to  think  of  the  land  in  southeastern  DeKalb 
County  being  coveted  with  dense  forests  that  in  a  few  years 
would  be  cleared  by  the  hard,  physical  labor  of  early  sett- 
lers in  order  to  place  the  fields  in  a  condition  to  be  culti- 
vated. An  important  waterway  was  the  St.  Joseph  River 
which  was  a  good  place  for  a  settlement  at  Orangeville  as 
early  as  1833.  In  1836  the  first  grist  mill  was  built  at  Orange- 
ville. There  were  a  few  cabins  which  were  frequently  visited 
by  roaming  Indian  tribes.  The  fir&t  Baltimore  &  Ohio  train 
ran  through  southern  DeKalb  County  on  November  1,  1875, 
the  second  most  important  railroad  in  the  county. 

St.  Joe,  a  B&O  whistle  stop,  had  only  a  few  scattered 
houses.  Think  of  this  place  with  no  electric  lights,  no  roads, 
no  churches,  no  automobiles,  few  schoolhouses,  few  stores 
and  horses  and  wagons  or  boats  for  transportation.  The 
nearest  center  of  religious  interest  was  at  the  Widney  School 
House  which  was  located  at  the  crossroads  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  the  Widney  Orchard. 

A  group  of  citizens  were  not  satisfied  with  occasional 
religious  services.  So,  on  August  7,  1875,  a  church  organiza- 
tion, under  the  title  of  St.  Mark  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church,  was  organized  by  the  following  citizens  of  St.  Joe : 
John  Boyle,  Samuel  Widney,  Isaac  Lawhead,  Jane  Lawhead, 
James  Widney,  John  Widney,  Nancy  Widney,  Daniel 
Reasoner,  Sarah  Reasoner  and  Smith  Rodenbeek.  Part  of 
the  constitution  reads  as  follows:  "Whereas,  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures teach  the  necessity  of  assembling  ourselves  together 
for  public  as  well  as  private  worship ;  and  we  the  under- 
signed citizens  of  DeKalb  County,  Indiana,  being  desii'ous 
of  promoting  the  cause  of  the  Redeemer,  and  to  secure  sal- 
vation for  our  neighbors,  ourselves  and  families,  believing 
that  the  Bible  (Old  and  New  Testament)  to  be  inspired  of 
God,  and  our  only  true  rule  of  faith  and  practice,  and  be- 
lieving also  that  the  doctrines  of  God's  Words  are  taught  in 
a  manner  substantially  correct  and  its  ordinances  properly 
administered  in  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Amer- 
ica, as  presented  by  the  General  Synod  .  .  .  ." 

They  met  for  worship  and  religious  instruction  in  the 
Center  School  House  so  called  because  of  its  being  in  the 
center  of  Concord  Township.  This  building  stood  on  the 
corner  now  occupied  by  the  Arnold  Fetters  garage  on  State 


Road  1  at  the  south  town  limits  and  was  later  moved  across 
the  street  to  the  William  Hollabaugh  pi'operty  (Maurice 
Kline)  and  used  as  a  farm  shop.  It  has  since  been  torn  down. 
Here  would  assemble  many  people,  sometimes  more  than  are 
present  during  our  current  church  service.  The  popular  way 
of  coming  to  the  services  was  by  walking,  since  only  a  few 
had  a  satisfactory  wagon  to  use.  The  men  would  precede  the 
women  who  would  have  difficulty  in  keeping  their  long 
skirts  from  becoming  too  soiled  by  dust  or  dampness.  When 
services  were  in  the  evening,  different  families  would  bring 
their  oil  lamps.  Once  it  happened  that  only  one  lamp  was 
brought,  and  its  oil  supply  gave  out  during  the  service,  leav- 
ing the  house  in  darkness.  "It  gave  one  an  unusual  feeling" 
was  the  remark  of  a  youth  who  was  there.  The  pastor  of 
the  Spencerville  Lutheran  Church  would  have  charge  of  the 
services  every  other  Sunday  either  in  the  afternoon  or  eve- 
ning. For  a  while  a  young  man  from  Hicksville  came  on 
foot,  9  miles,  and  held  services,  receiving  whatever  compen- 
sation the  assembly  would  give. 

At  a  meeting  held  June  8,  1879,  it  was  resolved  that  a 
building  32  feet  wide,  48  feet  long  and  16  feet  high  with 
three  windows  on  each  side  be  erected  on  a  stone  founda- 
tion. Anyone  furnishing  timber  was  allowed  $12.00  per  thou- 
sand feet  for  oak,  and  not  over  $20.00  per  thousand  for 
poplar.  The  ground  for  the  building  was  donated  by  John 
and  J.  D.  Leighty  who  had  purchased  100  acres  of  land  with 
the  intention  of  starting  a  village  and  securing  a  station 
stop  on  the  B&O  Railroad  which  was  then  under  construc- 
tion. Others  gave  willingly  of  their  time,  money  and  strength 
in  manual  labor. 

The  building  was  dedicated  to  the  worship  of  the  Triune 
God  on  May  9,  1880.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  Rev.  H. 
C.  Grossman  after  which  Rev.  E.  W.  Erick  assumed  charge 
of  the  meeting  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds  for  the 
liquidation  of  the  debt.  After  the  services  were  continued 
to  some  length,  it  was  decided  to  postpone  further  services 
until  the  evening  when  sufficient  funds  were  pledged  to 
cover  all  indebtedness.  Then  the  ritual  service  was  conducted 
by  the  pastor,  Rev.  S.  Kelso,  assisted  by  Rev.  E.  W.  Erick, 
and  the  church  was  solemnly  dedicated  to  Almighty  God. 

At  the  October  10,  1885,  church  council  meeting,  each 
family  was  asked  to  furnish  a  cord  of  wood  to  be  used  dur- 
ing the  services.  Sometimes  the  council  needed  to  remind 
certain  members  of  the  responsibility  to  "the  woodpile. " 


In  the  early  part  of  May,  1889,  a  few  energetic  members 
saw  the  need  of  improvements  in  the  auditorium,  and  the 
advantage  of  an  addition.  It  was  decided  to  add  to  the  south 
end  of  the  chui|ch  an  addition  of  20  by  30  feet  with  a  cellar 
and  furnace.  The  work  was  completed  by  October  13,  1889, 
at  a  cost  of  $1,000.00.  The  fold  owing  day  the  re-dedication 
service  was  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  S.  Barnett  of  Goshen,  In- 
diana, who  was  assisted  by  the  pastor,  Rev.  J.  S.  Nelson. 

Again  plans  for  remodeling  the  church  building  were 
begun  in  1904.  After  a  "nice  sum"  had  been  pledged  to 
carry  on  the  work,  remodeling  started.  The  building  com- 
mittee was  composed  of  W.  iC.  Patterson,  M.  T.  Bishop  and 
J.  Y.  Davis.  The  addition  built  in  1889  was  removed.  Six 
feet  were  added  to  the  rear  and  25  feet  to  the  front  of  the 
auditorium  under  which  was  put  a  basement  11  feet  in 
height.  With  the  exception  of  a  slight  change  in  the  choir 
and  the  substitution  of  electric  lights  for  acetylene  lights, 
the  church  is  practically  the  same  today.  The  cost  was  about 
$5,000.00.  During  the  remodeling  the  congregation  worked 
very  hard  and  in  comparative  harmony.  Sunday  School  and 
church  services  were  held  in  the  St.  Joe  Opera  House  until 
the  basement  was  completed,  after  which  it  was  used  until 
the  completion  of  the  church.  In  January,  1906,  Rev.  C.  E. 
Rice  of  Elkhart  conducted  the  morning  service  assisted  by 
the  pastor,  Rev.  W.  M.  Habey.  An  amount  sufficient  to 
cover  all  indebtedness  was  secured  at  this  service.  In  the 
evening  the  building  was  reconsecrated  again  to  the  service 
of  Almighty  God. 

During  the  next  half  century  St.  Mark  remained  a  small 
but  active  church.  In  1920  a  church  orchestra  was  formed 
by  the  young  people  and  about  that  time  the  old  foot- 
pumped  organ  was  discarded  in  favor  of  an  upright  piano. 
The  orchestra  endured  for  several  years  until  about  1930 
when  most  of  the  members  married  and  moved  away  from 
the  community.  The  Rev.  Frank  Stevenson  served  the  longest 
pastorate  in  that  period,  from  1938  to  1948.  In  1945  the 
church  celebrated  what  was  called  "Seventy  and  Seven." 
It  represented  seventy  years  since  the  church  was  originated 
and  seven  years  of  Rev.  Stevenson's  pastorate. 

In  1918  the  General  Synod  was  merged  into  the  U.L.C.A. 
and  the  parishioners  had  to  get  accustomed  to  different 
practices  and  procedures.  Then  in  1934  St.  Mark  was  trans- 
ferred from  the  Michigan  Synod  to  the  Indiana  Synod  and 
another  set  of  relationships  had  to  be  dev&loped.  Today  it 


is  a  congregation  of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  America  (1961) 
affiliated  with  the  Indiana-Kentucky  Synod. 

The  first  Father  &  Son  Banquet  was  held  November  8, 
1933.  The  first  Confirmation  Class  was  confirmed  on  June 
3,  1934.  The  members  of  that  class  were  Jean  Ridgway, 
Louise  Sechler,  Edith  Stewart,  Helen  Tustison,  Clara  Wiers 
and  James  Monroe. 

During  the  pastorate  of  Rev.  Howard  Baker,  white  gowns 
for  the  children's  choir  appeared  and  black  robes  for  the 
adult  choir. 

Under  Pastor  Miller's  leadership,  the  chancel  and  church 
basement  were  remodeled  and  a  new  electric  organ  and 
matching  piano  were  acquired,  the  organ  giving  a  new 
dimension  to  the  service. 

The  Rev.  Russell  Snyder  became  pastor  of  St.  Mark  in 
1965.  Members  of  St.  Mark  had  at  that  time  taken  the  ini- 
tiative in  undertaking  the  construction  of  a  new  parsonage, 
and  in  1966  the  parsonage  was  built  with  the  St.  Peter  con- 
gregation at  Spencerville  joining  in  the  effort.  The  parson- 
age had  been  located  at  Spencerville  and  was  a  rather  large 
brick  house  located  next  to  the  St.  Peter  church.  The  mort- 
gage on  the  new  parsonage  was  burned  in  August  of  1973 
during  the  worship  service.  During  the  pastorate  of  Rev. 
Snyder,  a  large  and  beautiful  wood  cross  was  made  and 
donated  by  Roy  Reidenbach  for  the  chancel.  In  December 
of  1974,  a  large  Conn  organ  was  donated  to  the  church  by 
Paul  Keller,  son  of  Don  and  Lazerne  Keller,  members  of 
St.  Mark. 

St.  Mark  Church  is  proud  of  its  young  men  who  have  an- 
swered the  call  to  the  ministry.  William  Billow  is  one  of  the 
young  men.  He  attended  Wittenberg  University  at  Spring- 
field, Ohio,  Chicago  Lutheran  Theological  Seminary  in  Chi- 
cago, and  tho  University  of  Chicago  School  of  Social  Service 
Administration.  Miss  Doris  Pretorius  became  Mi's.  William 
Billow  on  July  31,  1954.  They  have  three  children:  Thomas 
Robert  15,  Kenneth  Alan  13,  and  Mary  Jo  9.  Rev.  Billow 
and  Doris  were  commissioned  for1  missionary  work  on  July 
25,  1954,  at  St.  Mark  Lutheran  Church  in  St.  Joe.  His  evan- 
gelism, business  administration,  social  work  and  counseling 
work  has  reached  most  all  ages  of  Japanese  people.  Because 
of  his  outstanding  representation  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
in  America,  he  has  endeared  himself  to  the  Japanese  people 
and  to  the  members  of  St.  Mark  Church.  He  and  his  family 
are  to  be  congratulated  for  their  many  accomplishments. 


Another1  of  our  illustrious  young  men  is  Rev.  Allen 
Amstutz.  He  graduated  from  Taylor  University  at  Upland, 
Indiana,  and  attended  Asbury  Theological  Seminary  at  Wil- 
more,  Kentucky.  He  was  an  associate  minister  of  the  North 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Indianapolis.  He  is  now  the  new 
pastor  of  the  Hanover  United  Methodist  Church  in  Hanover, 
Indiana.  He  and  his  wife,  Beverly,  now  reside  at  Route  1  at 
Hanover  with  their  two  sons,  Bradley  3,  and  Grant  1.  Con- 
gratulations are  in  order  for  his  accomplishments  in  his 
chosen  profession. 

Through  the  years  an  important  auxiliary  of  the  church 
has  been  the  women's  organizations.  Originally  there  were 
two  organizations.  The  Missionary  Society's  main  concern 
was  the  study  and  support  of  home  and  foreign  missions. 
The  Ladies  Aid  did  just  what  the  name  implies— aided  the 
church  by  their  work  and  monies  which  they  earned  for 
projects  in  numerous  ways,  such  as  serving  suppers,  selling 
vanilla  and  peeling  onions  at  Sechler's  Pickle  Factory. 

In  1958  the  two  organizations  became  one,  conforming 
with  the  synodical  recommendation,  becoming  Lutheran 
Church  Women.  Under  the  guidance  of  the  church,  this 
auxiliary  lives  to  be  an  instrument  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
obedience  to  the  commission  of  its  Lord.  The  purpose  of  the 
auxiliary  is  to  further  and  support  the  work  of  the  church ; 
to  provide  for  Christian  education  and  fellowship ;  to  do 
and  perform  such  functions  as  are  assigned  to  it  by  the 
church.  Its  membership  consists  of  women  who  express 
their  willingness  to  subscribe  to  the  purposes  of  Lutheran 
Church  Women.  This  organization  presented  a  life  member- 
ship to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clifford  Billow  after  their  son  became 
a  missionary. 

In  the  1950-1970  period,  there  was  a  mass  migration  of 
rural  dwellers  to  the  city.  But  now  we  are  experiencing  the 
opposite ;  people  are  beginning  to  move  out  into  our  area. 
Witness  the  sizable  number  of  new  homes  being  construc- 
ted in  our  area.  What  this  means  for  St.  Mark  is  growth.  At 
a  time  when  smaller  congregations  are  dying  on  the  vine, 
we  will  not.  A  prophecy?  Yes,  again.  St.  Mark  is  growing 
because  the  members  of  this  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  care 
about  spreading  the  Good  News  of  our  Lord. 


Centennial  Committee  Chairmen  and 
Co-chairmen 


Steering  Committee  Mrs.  Betty  Bevington 

Mrs.  Louise  Church 

Historical   Carl  Perkins 

Mrs.  Freida  Guilford  (Pageant) 

Pioneer  Party   John  Mason 

Richard  Strombeck 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Frank  Sechler,  hosts 

Sunday  Morning  Worship  Pastor  Dennis  Kuchera 

Fellowship  Dinner  Mrs.  Harriett  Baker 

Mrs.  June  Baker 

Sunday  Afternoon  Program  James  Kline 

Sunday  Afternoon  Reception  Mrs.  Thelma  Baker 

Mrs.  Marcia  Sible 

Official  Hosts   Mrs.  Violette  Kline 

Council  Members  and  spouses 

Registration    Mrs.  Marilyn  Funk 

Monday  Open  House   Mrs.  Edith  Sailer 

Mrs.  Edna  Perkins 

Church  Decorating  Mrs.  Mary  Carpenter 

Transportation    Albert  Wade 

Property  and  Renovation  Richard  Strombeck 

Donald  Sechler 

Souvenir  Mrs.  Opal  Mason 

Mrs.  Jeri  Sechler? 


Theme  Banner:  designed  and  executed  by  Mrs.  Nicky 
Kuchera,  assisted  by  ladies  of  L.C.W. 


The  congregation  and  pastor  express  their  sincere  thanks 
to  the  chairmen  and  their  committees  and  to  all  others  who 
have  helped  in  any  way. 


